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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from State Federations The success of church federation,
therefore, depends upon the efficiency of the State Federations. Upon this important topic, your Committee is
asked to report. It is gratifying to your Committee that it is not obliged to theorize, but is able to describe the
proper organization and functions of a State Federation on the basis of the practical experience of successful
organizations. Two types have contributed to the present ideal. The older is the Interdenominational
Commission, organized in Maine in 1891, with the specific task of avoiding hopeless denominational rivalry in
small fields. The second is the Federation, the name and essential principles, viz: accurate knowledge of the
religious conditions and needs, being suggested by the success of the organization of churches in New York
formed in 1895. The principle was first applied to State, as to National, organization in 1900. The aims and
methods of the Maine Commission were included. We append a table of State Federations, so far as they have
been reported to us, giving date and basis of organization, as well as lines of work developed. From personal
knowledge or correspondence, your Committee submits the following outline of what actual experience seems
to show should be the organization and work of a State Federation. The gist of the matter may be compressed
into the following definition: A State Federation of Churches is a joint committee, officially representing the
denominational bodies, to learn all the facts and ally all the factors, and thus to overcome our overlapping and
our overlooking. A State Federation is a joint-committee of officially appointed representatives of the State
denominational bodies. The essential requirement is that the...
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